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I’ve been to a lot of shows featuring 
local musicians in Erie over the past 
few years. Some have been terrible, 
some have been status quo, and some 
have been great. But being blown 
away by a show like the one X7 put 
on March 3rd at Sherlocks, is another 
thing entirely. They bring the kind of 
show that you would expect to see in 
a much bigger city.

The show begins with a multi-media 
video that is created by guitarist/
vocalist Michael Kraus, who also owns 
and operates MAK Design Co., a multi-
media and design firm in Fairview.  
The band is rounded by drummer 
Geoff Bliss and bass player Hans Hetz. 
As the video ends, the music begins, 
and they come out rocking. You can 
hear a whole lotta Led Zeppelin, Rush, 
Radio Head and Nine Inch Nails in 
their sound. Other music that influ-
ences the band is Bach, Elvis, Bjork 
and the Beatles. Quite the unorthodox 
mix, right?

As the show progresses, they bring 
it down a bit, and slowly turn it back 
up to powerful rock crescendo by the 
end. You will hear songs like “Dreams” 
from their upcoming album, “Eve,” a 
track from their first album, as well 
as a few covers towards the end of 

the show. Kraus says that these two 
songs really capture the essence of 
the band. They are “kind of like Led 
Zeppelin meets Nine Inch Nails meets 
Trans-Siberian Orchestra…but not 
too tame. They are good rock songs 
you can shake your head to or dance 
to. They are a little edgy and rockin’ at 
times, and then smooth and sexy. A 
nice combination of feelings that the 
crowd really responds to,” Kraus says.

X7 isn’t rushing their next record at 
the moment. They are experimenting 
with their songs as well as other multi-
media and artistic ventures. If you go 
to a show and pick up one of their cds, 
you will see that it is accompanied 
by a 28 page full color lyric booklet. 
The band’s vision is to be more than 
a good rock band. They want to bring 
you a complete multi-media experi-
ence involving art/video as well as 
great rock music. All of this takes time, 
and the band encourages their fans to 
be patient!

X7 will next appear Friday, May 
6th back at Sherlocks/Park Place. The 
shows are always a great time with 
lots of good people who all get along 
and just want to hear some music. 
Kraus told me “the people that show 
the most support (dancing, coming 
up to the stage, cheering, or talking 
to us in between sets) get free T-shirts 

and sometimes a free cd. Who knows, 
we may even buy you a drink! We re-
ally appreciate them, so please come 
to the show and have a great time! 
You will be happy you did!”

I concur. This band approaches 

their music as an art. You will not see 
another show exactly like them in Erie.

For more information on X7, visit 
their website at www.x7project.com. 
To see some of their music videos, go 
to www.youtube.com/x7project.

x7: A Complete 
Multi-Media Experience
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Jeff Beck will be performing at the 
University of Buffalo Center for the 
Arts on Friday, April 22nd. For those of 
you who do not know who Jeff Beck 
is, you are missing out on one of the 
greatest rock guitarist of all time.

Jeff Beck first gained famed as one 
of the three legendary guitarists to 
play for The Yardbirds. Himself, Eric 
Clapton, and Jimmy Page led The 
Yardbirds over the course of the 
band’s history, however the three did 
not play in the group simultaneously. 

When Eric Clapton left the group 
in 1965, lead singer Keith Relf ap-

proached Jimmy Page to take his 
place. For a number of reasons Jimmy 
Page was unwilling to commit, how-
ever, he did refer his friend Beck, who 
joined to group, ushering in a new 
stage in the career of the band. Page 
later joined the group and, at first, 
was a bass player to the lead of Beck. 
From September to November of 
1966 Beck and Page shared the lead. 
Not much footage and recordings are 
avaliable from this time, but there are 
memorable recordings of “Train Kept 
A Rollin’”

In 1967, Beck recorded one of his 
most well know songs, “Beck’s Bolero”, 
with Jimmy Page, John Paul Jones, 

Nicky Hopkins, and Keith Moon. 
After this Beck formed the Jeff Beck 
Group which also featured front man 
Rod Stewart. The group put out two 
albums, Truth (August 1968), and 
Beck-Ola (July 1969), that were highly 
acclaimed. The first, Truth, which was 
released 5 months before the first Led 
Zeppelin album, features the song 
“You Shook Me” which was written by 
by Willie Dixon and also was featured 
on Zeppelin’s first album. The album 
reached number 15 on the billboard 
charts.

Throughout the years, Beck’s style 
has ranged from blues rock to jazz 
fusion. He never seemed interested 

in staying mainstream and gaining 
as much fanfare as he could have. 
Regarded by his peers as one of 
the greatest of all time, Beck’s place 
among the rock gods is unquestion-
able. He was inducted twice for 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, as a 
member of The Yardbirds in 1992, and 
as a solo artist in 2009. Rolling Stone 
ranked him number 14 in the “100 
Greatest Guitarists of All Time” (which I 
think  is too low) as well as describing 
him as “one of the most influential 
lead guitarists in rock”. So if you have 
a chance (and can still get tickets) take 
a trip to see the true legend of rock, 
Jeff Beck. 

Jeff Beck To Perform At UB Center For The Arts




